Some Important Underground Inspection Guidelines
(Not guaranteed as conclusive, as regulations and policies are apt to change at times)

Part 48:
30 CFR, Part 48 Training Plan must be in place and updated when 



there are changes.  All miners must be trained as required.  At no time 



must anyone be underground unless they have had some type of training.  


(Hazard Training at a minimum)
Part 49:
30 CFR, Part 49 Mine Rescue Plan must be in place consistent with the 


type of mine.

Part 62:
Hearing Conservation Program (HCP) must be in place for those 



employees potentially exposed to high noise levels; 85 dba or above, 



with feasible engineering controls implemented for exposures above 90 



dba, and according to the requirements and policies of 30 CFR, Part 62 



requirements.

57.4260:
All underground self-propelled mining equipment must have fire 



extinguishing equipment on them.

57.4461:
No gasoline underground.

57.4263:
Underground Conveyors are required to have fire protection at; head 



pulley, tail pulleys, take-up pulleys, drive pulleys, and along the conveyor.

57.4360:
An underground fire alarm system must be in place and effective.

57.4503:
Underground conveyors must be provided with slip switches on the drive 


unit to stop the drive in case the belt jams or slips, to prevent overheating 


and potential fires.

57.5002
Sampling for dusts, mists, fumes, gases, and diesel particulates must be conducted to ensure that contaminants are within the Threshold Limit Values (TLVs) 
for employees working in the underground environment.

57.5003:
Dust control for drills underground:  must use water or other effective 



method to control the dust.
57.8520:
Ventilation Plan; Mine map with one year projected ventilation plan and 


all requirements addressed in a, b, c, d, and e. 



Note:  Good rule of thumb: There should be a minimum of 75 cfm per 



each brake horsepower of all diesel equipment that will be operation at 



any one time in the underground environment to dilute and eliminate 



hazardous contaminants in the mine atmosphere.

57.11041:
Ladders, as in escape shafts, must have landing gates or off-sets every 30 


feet.

57.11053:
An Escape and Evacuation Plan must be in place and posted on the mine 


bulletin board.

57.11055:
Emergency Escape Shafts over 300 feet must have a man hoist.

57.14113:
Incline conveyors must have backstops or brakes so they will not roll 



backwards when stopped.

57.14201:
Conveyor Startup warnings must be provided on conveyors when the 



operator cannot see the entire conveyor from the starting switch.

57.15030/57.15031:



There must be a self rescue device approved by MSHA, for 




everyone who goes into the underground environment; an employee must 


be no further than 25 feet from his rescue device if he is not wearing it; 



and must be trained in its use.
57.17010:
Individual electric lamps must be supplied to each person underground.

57.18020:
Working Alone:  No person can work alone unless they can be seen, 



heard, or communicated with.

57.20002:
Potable water is required underground for employee drinking water.

57.20008:
Toilet facilities are required underground.

57.20020:
When mine entrances are unattended, they need to be blocked by doors, 


gates, or fenced and posted to prevent entry by unauthorized persons.
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